LIFE   OF   ACTION
the snake there is no recognition at all. And as between perceptual
illusion and the illusion of recognition, the former is primary.
Illusory recognition may be treated as based on illusory per-
ception.
XVII
LIFE OF ACTION AND  FEELING AN  IMPLICATION OF
EPISTEMOLOGY
A general survey of the theories of truth must convince all readers
that there can be no ready-made test which may be applied to
each and every case of cognition in order to ascertain its truth.
All the theories fail when the question of applying the test is
raised. According to the theory of correspondence, the object exists
outside the mind; and an idea is true if it corresponds to the
object, and false if it does not. This theory agrees with its under-
lying metaphysics, that mind and matter are two disparate sub-
stances. But now the difficulty is, How are we to know whether
our idea corresponds to the object, if the latter is outside the
mind and so we have no access to it? We cannot merely stop
here. We cannot say that, though the epistemological side of the
theory is false, its metaphysical side is true. For we have to ask
further: How can the mind have known at all that there is
matter disparate from itself, if it really has no access to it? This
question was actually raised by Berkeley, and the idea of matter
was dispensed with. In the application of the test, the theory of
coherence faxes no better. If an idea A is to cohere with other
ideas, then not only are these other ideas infinite in number, but
also the idea of the coherence of A must cohere with the rest; and
this line of reasoning will land in infinite regress. If it is said that
the idea of the coherence of A with the rest is revealed not by a
different idea but by the idea of the coherence of A itself, we may
as well say that even the certainty of A is revealed through itself,
though A may be made uncertain by another idea. It is for this
reason that the advaitins maintain that the truth of an idea is
revealed through the idea itself, while its falsity is revealed through
some other idea. The basic fact here is that somehow or other
truth must be revealed through cognition itself. And if we are to
avoid infinite regress, we have to accept that the truth of a cogni-
tion must be known through the selfsame act of cognition. But a
cognition may be rendered false by a second cognition; and so
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